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E-book version - copyright information. The ebook version of the Guide is copyrighted.
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Manaus
Quick Reference

Founded: 1669
Population: 2,006,870 (IBGE 2008)

Status: Capital of the state of Amazonas.
8th largest city in Brazil .

Location: 3° south of the equator, 60° west of
Greenwich.

Climate: Monsoon Rainforest (Koppen cli-
mate classification) hot and hu-
mid, average temperature 27°,
Annual rainfall 1670mm (66 inches)

Inhabitants: Manauaras or Manauenses

Time zone: GMT -4

Business 08:00- 18:00 Mon- Fri
hours:

Electricity: 127v +F10%
Currency Real (pl. Reais) R$

Transport North - Road & Air; South, West &
links: East - River & Air only

Economy: 1.4% of total GDP of Brazil. Brew-
ing, shipbuilding, chemicals, elec-
tronics, timber

Vegetation:  Tropical rainforest mixture of
seasonally flooded and terra firma
forest

Religion: Predominantly Catholic
Language: Portuguese

Main Holi- February - Carnival

days/events: May - Opera Festival
June - Folk Festival
July - Jazz Festival
September - State Anniversary
October - Anniversary of Manaus
November - Film Festival
December - New Year's Eve




2. About Manaus

Orientation O Past 0 Present 0 Fut

Orientation

Many people arriving in Manaus take a
down (also see the map of Amazonas on page 4):

Letds say youbre standing at the port
facing roughly north. Manaus is as near as you can get to the middle of the Brazilian
Amazon- it is (very, very roughly)-around-1,000km inland from the Atlantic Ocean

to the east (to your right), and around 1,000km from the border of Brazil with Co-
lumbia and Peru to the west (your left). It is also around 1,000km from the next
nearest town of any size either to the south (Porto Velbehind you) or to the
north (Boa Vista in front of you). It lies just west of the confluence of the two riv-
ers Negro and Solimdes, which join together to form the Amazon (that is to say that
her e, the name AAmazono is given only
Manaus to the Atlantic).

The city lies just south of the equator (roughly 3 degreasy if you travel north to

Boa Vista, you will cross the equator. For those preparing their GPS, the centre of
Manaus- as marked by the Inland Revenue Building opposite the-pbes at S3°
8.19606 WB0A 1.5216 (Datum WGS84)

There is currently only one genuine (functioning) interstate road from Manaus,
which is the BR174 running north; however if you cross to the south of the Rio
SolimBes, there is a tenuous link south along the BR319 to Porto Velho. For the
average visitor, the BR319 is not currently a practical proposition much beyond the
town of Careiro do Castanho, at km 110.

From this, it should be obvious that the principal modes of transport are either air or
river.

Historical Perspectives
The Past

Manausé most visible history dates bac
ing rubber boom which led to a development bubble that had already burst by the
early twentieth century, but which left a legacy of grand colestide buildings.
Although many of these have been sadly neglected over time, some have been eithel
preserved or refurbished to a high standard, and are worth a wmist notably of
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Medical and health
Vaccinations

As far as we are aware

. L ' Malaria Recommended
at the time of printing the Yellow Fever Recommendedrhay be required
only inoculation you .
may be officially re- Hepatitis A Recommended
quired to have for entry Typhoid Recommended
to Brazil is Yellow Fever Tetanus Recommended
- otherwise you should pgjig Recommended

be guided by the appro-

priate health authority in your own country. Having said this, you may find that (for
example) your local doctor knows just as much as you. If you want to decide for
yourself, there are several good sites on the internet, one of which is
www.thetraveldoctor.co.uk.Currently, the regimen specified on this website is as
per the table above, but you should check independeNtisit Manaus is no medi-

cal authority.

In any case, you will want to select the specific -amtilarial currently recom-
mended for this area (see note on malaria and dengue below).

One thing you c andghydraticm,candithisastpeballygtiziomes t
ailment that most affects visitors to the region. Perhaps this is because in the ambi-
ent humidity people may not feel so thirsty, but the fact is that dehydration is per-
fectly easy to avoid by drinking plenty of fluids, and there are plenty of fluids avail-
abl e here. So thereds no excuse. Re me mi
ously unwell (as well as potentially being a killer), so make a mental note (or write

it on a piece of paperor on your forehead) to DRINK MORE WATER.

If you do become dehydrated, there are plenty of rehydration solutions you can buy,
or you can make up your own disgusting (but effective) mix by adding sugar and
salt to mineral water.

Also note that if you get diarrhoea, you should drink even more fluid, to avoid dehy-
dration. On the subject afodgy tummies you are not that likely to get food poi-
soning here, provided youdre sensible.
within 24 - 36 hours or so. If symptoms persisand particularly if you have a tem-
perature- you should consider the small chance that you have malaria or dengue,
and take appropriate action to monitor or test this.

A note onmalaria (anddengue) Laugh heartily when peo

Malaria (or Dengue) in Manaus, on the Rio Negro, at their lodge/hotel/home etc. It
is true that the incidence (on black water) is lower jtastnot truethat it does not
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Customs House and Customs Authority

The customs building stands near the floating
docks, next to the main port building. It was shipped
over from Liverpool, England, as speciatiyade

pre-fabricated blocks and was inaugurated in 1909.

The building is not open to the public.

Municipal Clock (Relégio municipal

The clock can be found in the pedestrian area calledaigo da
Matriz, in front of the Port and close to the Cathedral.

It was made by a Swiss watchmaker, and assembled and adjusted
in Manaus. It was completed in 1927, and unveiled as part of the
celebrations to mark the 1®@nniversary of the founding of the
City of Manaus.

Adolpho LisboaMunicipal Market ( Mercado Municipal)

The market was built on the banks of the Rio Ne-
gro in an arfnouveau style, and was inaugurated in
1882. The intricate cafton work is an impressive
feature of the building, whose architecture is some-
ti mes compar e tlesHalesbatkett o f

At the time of writing, the market is closed for
renovation, however the area surrounding it now
has much of the original markets that the building
used to host, and is a fascinating area for most tourists, who like to see the hustle
and bustle and the huge quantities of fresh produce being bought and sold.

In spite of the chaotic and frenetic activity on mark
days, the area has always been remarkably safe
tourists, and as with most market traders throughout
world, most people there are a warm and friend
bunch. y

The market has an interesting backdrop, as the riverside behind the market is one of
the busiest informal passenger ports.
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